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Superculture

Superculture is een ontwerpend onderzoek naar de ontbrekende lagen in de 

westelijke tuinsteden van Amsterdam. Het ontwerp zet in op het aanvullen 

van de bestaande lagen die gebaseerd zijn op de principes van CIAM. De 

strategische interventie accomodeert menselijk gebruik door het toevoegen 

van CULTURELE IDENTITEIT en LANDSCHAPPELIJKE BETEKENIS. 

Om de culturele verscheidenheid zichtbaar te maken worden de culturele polen 

ingericht als ‘buurten’ wat door verschillende bevolkingsgroepen kan worden 

gekoloniseerd. Denk aan chinatown, de souks of hollandse volkstuincomplexen. 

Een proces wat niet zal leiden tot afzetting van andere culturen maar eerder 

tot trots en een buurt waar ze andere mensen kunnen uitnodigen.
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TIMELINE

HISTORICAL LANDSCAPE

HISTORICAL CULTURAL LANDSCAPE

CURRENT LANDSCAPE

CURRENT INDENTITY

POLARISING CULTURE IDENTITY

NEW LANDSCAPE PATTERN 

The basis of the western gardencity is the peat landscape, a 
layer that cannot be found in the development of the Western 
gardencity. The introduction of the historical landscape 
forms the basis for the new developments as well as for the 
developments related to the area in the Western gardencity. 
Moreover, it reintroduces ecological quality.

WESTERN GARDENCITY

The old cultural landscape is a typical landscape of peat 
cultivation with a very unique and marvelous parceling 
patterns, water routes and cultivation ribbons (ontginnings-
linten). The combination of living and working in a wetland 
provided typical images. Also the strategic position between 
the ‘IJ’ and de ‘Haarlemmermeer’ use to made this planarea 
economical very important.
This typical layer, spacious and functional, works as the 
basis for the arrangement of the Western gardencity.

The living landscape of the plan area is monotonous and 
very autonomous. The relation with the surroundings 
is not established and the recognizable fundamentals of 
the landscape have been erased. What makes then the 
Western gardencity unique?

The identity of the current western gardencity is hard to 
define. The constant repeat of urban patern’s makes every 
neigborhood the same and indirect every inhabitant the same. 
Without any exception. The patern organize the area but not 
the dweller. What is the human scale of the area?

Identifying yourself with the structure of Van Eesteren is dif-
ficult. But that was never the intention. Air, light and space 
were the most important assets of the residents. Polarizing 
the cultures can awaken a feeling of identity and hospitality; 
a feeling of a superculture with a Dutch basic principle; 
inviting people to get aquainted with your origins and expe-
riences. Everything is possible in the Western gardencity..

The cultural poles stress the pattern of Van Eesteren. They 
add up as the real additional layers to the existing grid. 
Layers that need the existing environment to help people 
settle down.
The landscape routes create a new network independent from 
the original pattern. The network includes a water structure, 
a bicycle structure and also a green area. All this contributes 
to the addition of an extra dimension to the area.
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IMPRESSIE VOLKSTUINEN

IMPRESSIE CHINATOWN

IMPRESSIE SOUKS


